Procedure of MU Anthropology MA Exam, adopted February 2009
The previous written MA Exam will be replaced with the following:

An oral exam that:

1) is taken no later than the semester following the successful completion of  27 hours as a student in our graduate program.
2) is administered by an examination committee consisting of the student’s advisor and one member randomly drawn from each of the other two subfields (linguistics excepted)

3) lasts no longer than 2 hours.

4) is designed to determine if the student has both sufficient breadth of knowledge in all three/four sub-fields to teach an anth 1000 course and some current knowledge on at least one sub-field of their choice. 

5) If, in the examining committee’s opinion, the student has satisfactorily shown competency in all areas except one, then the committee may give the student a conditional pass and require them to write an essay on a specified topic within the inadequate area rather than retaking the entire oral exam. This essay must be approved
by the committee before the student is deemed to have passed the exam.  
6) can be retaken one, and only one, time. The retake must occur within one year after the first attempt.  
7) must be successfully passed before the student can defend his or her MA Thesis.

8) includes 5 or more general questions each sub-field has agreed upon earlier and informed the student about to help the student prepare for the exam.  This is to help improve the consistency among examinations.  Questions asked during the examination should build upon these topics, and can (and should) vary from the limited number of specific questions, especially as related to the student’s interests or perceived weaknesses.  

